Safety Belts and Hispanics
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Since 1990, the Hispanic population in the United States has increased by almost 60 percent.1  As the Hispanic population continues to grow, the low safety belt use rate by Hispanics is emerging as a significant public health issue.  Clearly, expanded efforts are needed to increase safety belt use within the Hispanic community.

Hispanics Are At Risk

· Because the Hispanic population is increasing, a greater proportion of future crash injuries and fatalities will come from the Hispanic community.  Hispanics currently make up almost 13 percent of the U.S. population and are projected to make up 24 percent by the year 2050. 

· Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for Hispanics from 1-34 years of age, and are the sixth leading cause of death for Hispanics of all ages.2  Convincing Hispanics to increase their use of safety belts will help reverse this trend. 

· A recent medical study showed that Hispanic drivers have lower safety belt use rates than non-Hispanic whites, with correspondingly higher fatality rates in traffic crashes.3 

· Another medical study examined motor vehicle fatality exposure rates and found that, although Hispanic and African-American male teenagers travel fewer vehicle miles than their Caucasian counterparts, they are nearly twice as likely to die in a motor vehicle crash.4 

Hispanic Support for Safety Belt Laws is Strong

· There are two types of safety belt laws: primary and secondary.  A primary safety belt law allows a citation to be issued if a law enforcement officer simply observes an unbelted driver or passenger.  A secondary safety belt law requires an officer to stop a motorist for another infraction before being able to issue a citation for not buckling up. 

· In a recent national survey, 92 percent of Hispanics expressed support for laws requiring front seat passengers to wear safety belts and 72 percent of Hispanics expressed support for primary safety belt laws.5
(over)

Hispanic Organizations Show Strong Support For Safety Belt Laws

· Many Hispanic organizations have partnered with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to help increase the safety belt and child safety seat use among Hispanics because they know that doing so will save lives and prevent injuries in the Hispanic community.  Such organizations include: 

· ASPIRA Association, Inc. 

· Hispanic American Police Command Officers Association 

· Latino Council on Alcohol and Tobacco 

· National Association of Hispanic Nurses 

· National Hispanic Medical Association 

· National Council of La Raza 

· National Latino Children’s Institute 

· National SAFE KIDS Campaign6 
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6. While not a Hispanic organization, the National SAFE KIDS Campaign has programs designed to reach the Hispanic community. 

