Safety Belts and African Americans

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration – 2003 Report

The African-American population is expected to increase by 13 percent by 2010, which will significantly increase their exposure to traffic crashes and fatalities.1  Safety belt use has important implications for the preservation of African-American health and safety.  Clearly, continued efforts are needed to increase safety belt use within the African American community.  

African Americans Are At Risk

· Safety belt use among African Americans rose from 69 percent in 2000 to 77 percent in 2002 – an eight percentage point increase in just two years.  Despite this progress, however, almost one out of every four African Americans still do not buckle up on every trip.2
· Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for African Americans from birth through 14 years of age.  Crashes are the second leading cause of death for African Americans between 15 and 24 years of age.3  Increasing safety belt and child safety seat use will help reverse this trend. 

· A 1999 study by Meharry Medical College, a historically black medical institution, reported that 100 percent safety belt use among African Americans could save 1,300 lives and prevent 26,000 injuries each year.4 

· Meharry’s report prompted the formation of the Blue Ribbon Panel to Increase Seat Belt Use Among African Americans in June 2000.  This panel was created when Meharry partnered with the NHTSA to invite distinguished members from the medical, academic, legal, business, religious, athletic, law enforcement and civil rights communities to identify strategies to increase belt use among African Americans. 

· Recommendations by the panel were published in December 2000; among the recommendations were better safety belt laws to encourage more African Americans to buckle up.5 

· Another recent medical study examined motor vehicle fatality exposure rates and found that, although African-American and Hispanic male teenagers travel fewer vehicle miles than their Caucasian counterparts, they are nearly twice as likely to die in a motor vehicle crash.6 
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African American Support for Safety Belt Laws is Strong

· There are two types of safety belt laws: primary and secondary.  A primary safety belt law allows a citation to be issued if a law enforcement officer simply observes an unbelted driver or passenger.  A secondary safety belt law requires an officer to stop a motorist for another infraction before being able to issue a citation for not buckling up. 

· In a national survey, 94 percent of African Americans expressed support for laws requiring front seat passengers to wear safety belts and 68 percent of African Americans expressed support for primary safety belt laws.7 

African American Organizations Show Strong Support For Safety Belt Laws

· Many organizations representing African Americans have partnered with NHTSA to help increase the safety belt and child safety seat use among African Americans because they know that by doing so, thousands of lives will be saved and millions of injuries prevented.  Such organizations include: 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Black Congress on Health, Law & Economics

Black Entertainment Television (BET)

Congress of National Black Churches 

Edward Davis Education Foundation 

Jack and Jill of America 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity

Meharry Medical College 

National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education 

National Black Alcoholism and Addictions Council, Inc. 

National Black Caucus of State Legislators 

National Black Nurses Association 

National Conference of Black Mayors 

National Council of Negro Women 

National Dental Association 

National Medical Association 

National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 

National Urban League

Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority 
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